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1

Introduction

1.1

Purpose of this Report

This report has been prepared by Cardno (NSW/ACT) Pty Ltd for Georges River Council in relation to a
public hearing which was held on 20 April 2021 for the recategorisation of community land in respect of a
proposed Plan of Management (‘PoM’) for the former Oatley Bowling Club and adjoining closed road located
at 35 and 35A River Road, Oatley. The public hearing and this report address the requirements of Section
40A of the Local Government Act, 1993 (‘the Act’).
The purpose of this report is to:
> Provide an overview of the relevant requirements under the Local Government Act, 1993 and Local
Government (General) Regulations 2005 for Plans of Management and the recategorisation of community
land;
> Present outcomes from the public hearing and response to submissions; and
> Provide recommendations to Council to be considered prior to adoption of the draft Plan of Management.
Details pertaining to the subject site and background information are provided under the headings below.

1.2

The Site

The subject site, as defined by the draft PoM, includes the former Oatley Bowling Club at 35 River Road (Lot
100 in DP 1252069), and adjoining closed road (Lot 106 in DP 1252069 – 35A River Road) which extends
south from the southern boundary of the adjacent former Bowling Club site to the railway line.
The site is currently classified as ‘community land’, which is defined under the Act to be any land that is
retained by Council for use by the general public, such as parks, playing fields, playgrounds, bushland, and
other public land that is accessible to the public.
The total site area is approximately 1.5 hectares and both allotments are owned by the Georges River
Council. The site is shown below in Figure 1-1.
Figure 1-1

The Subject Site

Source: Cardno
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The topography of the site is varied and includes elevated level terraces (the former bowling greens), gently
sloping open spaces, and steep slopes along the western boundary towards Myles Dunphy Reserve.

1.3

Background

On 17 December 2018 Georges River Council resolved to prepare a new PoM and Landscape Masterplan
for the site in accordance with the Act.
Council engaged Cardno (NSW/ACT) Pty Ltd to prepare the PoM and Landscape Masterplan to reflect
current community and user needs, and provide guidance for planning and management of the former
Oatley Bowling Club site and adjoining closed road for the next 10-15 years. A vision for the site was
developed in consultation with the community and key stakeholders.
Council resolved to exhibit the draft PoM and Landscape Masterplan on 14 December 2020. The public
exhibition period commenced on 3 March 2021 and ended on 31 March 2021. An on-line webinar was also
held on 16 March 2021.
Once adopted, the draft PoM will replace the following PoMs that currently apply to the site:
> The Generic Plan of Management – Natural Areas, 2008 – applies to Lot 100 in DP 1252069, which
contains the former Oatley Bowling Club site; and
> The Myles Dunphy and Wetland Plan of Management, 2013 -applies to Lot 106 in DP 1252069, which is
the closed road adjacent to, but not part of, the former Oatley Bowling Club site.
Under the current PoM’s community land within the site is categorised as a ‘Natural Area - Bushland’ under
the Act. The draft PoM proposed to recategorise Lot 100 DP 1252069 (land currently occupied by the former
Oatley Bowling Club) from ‘Natural Area’ to ‘Park’. Lot 106 DP 1252069 is proposed to retain its current
categorisation of ‘Natural Area – Bushland’. Refer to Figure 3-1
An independently chaired public hearing was held by Council on 20 April 2021 in relation the
recategorisation of community land in accordance with Section 40A of the Act.
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2

Planning Context

2.1

Community Land

All public land must be classified either ‘community’ or ‘operational’ in accordance with the Act. Community
land is intended to be managed for use by the community for purposes including environmental protection,
recreational, cultural, social and educational activities. Community land may only be leased or licensed for
up to 21 years without the Minister’s consent or up to 30 years with the Minister’s consent. Further,
community land cannot be sold, and its use is restricted to the above purposes.
The Act requires that all land owned by the Council which is classified as community land be categorised.
Community land and Crown reserves may be categorised as one or more of the following under Section
36(4) of the Act.
> natural area
> sportsground
> park
> area of cultural significance
> general community use
Community land categorised as a natural area is to be further categorised as one or more of the following
under Section 36(5) of the Act:
> bushland
> wetland
> escarpment
> watercourse
> foreshore OR a category prescribed by the regulations.

2.2

Proposed Recategorisation of the Site

Currently the site is categorised as a ‘Natural Area – Bushland’ under the respective PoMs outlined under
Section 1.3 of this report. The draft Plan of Management proposes to recategorise that part of the site
occupied by the former Oatley Bowling Club (Lot 100 in DP1252069) from ‘Natural Area – Bushland’ to ‘Park’
as shown in Figure 2-1. Lot 106 DP 1252069 is proposed to retain its current categorisation of ‘Natural Area
– Bushland’.
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Figure 2-1

Proposed Land Recategorisation

2.3

Guidelines and Objectives for Categorising Community Land

2.3.1

Guidelines for Categorising Community Land

Part 4 of the Local Government (General) Regulations 2005 (Regulations) relates to Community Land.
Division 1 sets out guidelines for the categorisation of community land. The relevant requirements of Clauses
102, 104 and 107 are outlined below:
Natural Area (Clause 102)
Land should be categorised as a natural area under section 36(4) of the Act if the land, whether or not in an
undisturbed state, possesses a significant geological feature, geomorphological feature, landform,
representative system or other natural feature or attribute that would be sufficient to further categorise the
land as bushland, wetland, escarpment, watercourse or foreshore under section 36(5) of the Act.
Bushland (Clause 107)
(1) Land that is categorised as a natural area should be further categorised as bushland under section 36(5)
of the Act if the land contains primarily native vegetation and that vegetation-(a) is the natural vegetation or a remainder of the natural vegetation of the land, or
(b) although not the natural vegetation of the land, is still representative of the structure or floristics,
or structure and floristics, of the natural vegetation in the locality.
(2) Such land includes-(a) bushland that is mostly undisturbed with a good mix of tree ages, and natural regeneration,
where the understorey is comprised of native grasses and herbs or native shrubs, and that contains
a range of habitats for native fauna (such as logs, shrubs, tree hollows and leaf litter), or
(b) moderately disturbed bushland with some regeneration of trees and shrubs, where there may be
a regrowth area with trees of even age, where native shrubs and grasses are present in the
understorey even though there may be some weed invasion, or
(c) highly disturbed bushland where the native understorey has been removed, where there may be
significant weed invasion and where dead and dying trees are present, where there is no natural
regeneration of trees or shrubs, but where the land is still capable of being rehabilitated.
80220016 | 3 May 2021| Commercial in Confidence
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Park (Clause 104)
Land should be categorised as a park under section 36(4) of the Act if the land is, or is proposed to be,
improved by landscaping, gardens or the provision of non-sporting equipment and facilities, for use mainly
for passive or active recreational, social, educational and cultural pursuits that do not unduly intrude on the
peaceful enjoyment of the land by others.
2.3.2

Core Objectives for Categorising Community Land

Sections 36E to 36N of Division 2 of the Local Government Act, 1993 set out objectives for each category
and subcategory of community land. The core objectives outline the approach to management of the land
covered by a particular category. The core objective for Natural Areas and Parks are outlined below.
Natural Areas (Section 36E)
The core objectives for management of community land categorised as a natural area are—
(a) to conserve biodiversity and maintain ecosystem function in respect of the land, or the feature or habitat
in respect of which the land is categorised as a natural area, and
(b) to maintain the land, or that feature or habitat, in its natural state and setting, and
(c) to provide for the restoration and regeneration of the land, and
(d) to provide for community use of and access to the land in such a manner as will minimise and mitigate
any disturbance caused by human intrusion, and
(e) to assist in and facilitate the implementation of any provisions restricting the use and management of the
land that are set out in a recovery plan or threat abatement plan prepared under the Threatened
Species Conservation Act 1995 or the Fisheries Management Act 1994.
Natural Areas are required to be further categorised as bushland, wetland, escarpment, watercourse or
foreshore based on the dominant character of the natural area.
Bushland (Section 36J)
The core objectives for management of community land categorised as bushland are—
(a) to ensure the ongoing ecological viability of the land by protecting the ecological biodiversity and habitat
values of the land, the flora and fauna (including invertebrates, fungi and micro-organisms) of the land
and other ecological values of the land, and
(b) to protect the aesthetic, heritage, recreational, educational and scientific values of the land, and
(c) to promote the management of the land in a manner that protects and enhances the values and quality
of the land and facilitates public enjoyment of the land, and to implement measures directed to
minimising or mitigating any disturbance caused by human intrusion, and
(d) to restore degraded bushland, and
(e) to protect existing landforms such as natural drainage lines, watercourses and foreshores, and
(f) to retain bushland in parcels of a size and configuration that will enable the existing plant and animal
communities to survive in the long term, and
(g) to protect bushland as a natural stabiliser of the soil surface.
Park (Section 36G)
The core objectives for management of community land categorised as a park are—
(a) to encourage, promote and facilitate recreational, cultural, social and educational pastimes and activities,
and
(b) to provide for passive recreational activities or pastimes and for the casual playing of games, and
(c) to improve the land in such a way as to promote and facilitate its use to achieve the other core objectives
for its management.
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2.4

Plans of Management

Under Section 35 of the Act community land is required to be used and managed in accordance with a PoM.
A PoM must identify the following in accordance with Section 36 of the Act:
(a) the category of the land,
(b) the objectives and performance targets of the plan with respect to the land,
(c) the means by which the council proposes to achieve the plan’s objectives and performance targets,
(d) the manner in which the council proposes to assess its performance with respect to the plan’s objectives
and performance targets,
and may require the prior approval of the council to the carrying out of any specified activity on the land.

2.5

Requirements for a Public Hearing

A public hearing is required under Section 40A of the Act if the proposed PoM seeks to categorise or recategorise the land covered by the PoM.
Under Section 47G of the Act the public hearing is required to be conducted by an independent chairperson
The person presiding at the public hearing must not be:
a) a councillor or employee of the council holding the public hearing.
b) a person who has been a councillor or employee of that council at any time during the 5 years before the
date of his or her appointment.
Council must make a copy of the report regarding the outcomes of the public hearing available for inspection
by the public at a location within the area of Council no later than four (4) days after it has received the final
report from the person presiding at the public hearing. This report will be presented to Council for its
information when it considers recategorising and adopting the draft Plan of Management for the former
Oatley Bowling Club.
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3

Consultation

3.1

Advertising and Notification

3.1.1

Public Notice of draft Plans of Management

Councils must give ‘public notice’ of a draft PoM in accordance with Section 38 of the Act as follows:
(1) A council must give public notice of a draft plan of management.
(2) The period of public exhibition of the draft plan must be not less than 28 days.
(3) The public notice must also specify a period of not less than 42 days after the date on which the draft
plan is placed on public exhibition during which submissions may be made to the council.
(4) The council must, in accordance with its notice, publicly exhibit the draft plan together with any other
matter which it considers appropriate or necessary to better enable the draft plan and its implications to be
understood.
The draft PoM and draft Landscape Masterplan was on public exhibition for a period of 28 days commencing
on 3 March 2021 and ending on 31 March 2021, with submissions to be received by 14 April 2021, thereby
meeting the requirements of section 38.
Exhibition was undertaken having regard to COVID safe restrictions and included an on-line webinar in place
of in person drop in sessions.
3.1.2

Online Notification

The draft PoM and draft Landscape Masterplan was advertised on Councils website via the ‘Your Say’ page.
Exhibition material which was available for public viewing and comment included a project overview, draft
Plan of Management, draft Landscape Masterplan and Landscape Masterplan Staging.
The ‘Your Say’ page also provided details on how submissions could be made on-line and in person, as well
as dates and details for the associated webinar and public hearing.
3.1.3

Written Notice

Neighbouring property owners and attendees of the visioning workshop were provided written notice of the
exhibition period and invited to view the draft PoM and Landscape Masterplan. The letter advised recipients
of the following details:
> Project details and weblinks to how exhibition material can be viewed;
> Dates for the exhibition period, webinar and public hearing; and
> How to lodge a submission online or in person.
A copy of the letter is included at Appendix A.
3.1.4

Council Premises

Exhibition material was made publicly available for view at the Civic Centre, MacMahon Street, Hurstville
between the hours of 8:30am and 5:00pm, and Hurstville and Clive James libraries, within the opening
hours. Social distancing guidelines where imposed at these locations for those wishing to view exhibition
material/documentation.

3.2

Webinar

Council hosted an on-line webinar on 16 March 2021. The webinar was held on-line via Council’s web page
using zoom and was facilitated by Council in keeping with COVID safe restrictions. Members of the public
were able to register to attend the event and ask questions via the chat function. This allowed participants to
type questions and provide comments during the event, just as they would if they were to attend such a
workshop in person. Participants were shown how to ask a question via the chat function as part of the
presentation. Refer to Figure 3-1.
The presentation by Council and Cardno was intended to inform the public on the draft PoM and Landscape
Masterplan and included information on the process followed to date, legislative considerations and features
design/layout of the Landscape Masterplan. Following the presentation, Council and Cardno were able to
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answer questions raised by the public during the presentation. At this time registered community members
were also able to ‘raise their hand’ and speak to Council/Cardno directly to ask a question.

Figure 3-1

Exert from Council/Cardno presentation to the public to inform how to ask a question.

Source: Cardno

3.3

Attendance at the Public Hearing

In accordance with Section 47G of the Act, Council appointed an independent chairperson, Elaine Treglown,
Manager of Planning and Environment from Cardno to chair the event.
Katrina Magee, Senior Town Planner from Cardno also attended to answer questions during the hearing.
A total of six (6) community members registered and attended the on-line public hearing.

3.4

The Public Hearing

The public hearing was held on-line via Council’s webpage using Zoom. It was opened at 6.00pm by Council
and was handed over to Cardno to undertake the presentation. The presentation provided background to the
project, legislative requirements of Plans of Management and public hearings and details regarding the
proposed recategorisation of land. A copy of the presentation is included at Appendix B.
The Cardno chairperson also explained that the purpose of the public hearing was to discuss the
recategorisation of land only, rather than to comment or question the proposed design as set out under the
draft Landscape Masterplan.
Community members were able to register on-line prior to the event. Only registered members could type
questions during the event using the ‘chat function’ shown in Figure 3-1.

3.5

Submissions

A total of ten (10) submission were received as questions or comments during the public hearing, and a
further four (4) submission were received by Council via email following the event.
A summary of questions/issues posed in the chat box during and after the public hearing and how they have
been considered by Cardno are included in the table below. Questions and comments relating to the design
or layout of the Landscape Masterplan have not been included as the purpose of the public hearing was to
discuss the recategorisation of land only.
A detailed transcript of all submission raised during and following the public hearing are included at
Appendix C.
Table 1-1: Summary of Key Issues and Response
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Summary of key issues raised by submissions

Cardno Response

The site should be retained as a natural area and
established as bushland. The site provides an
important corridor for wildlife habitat.

The current PoM for Myles Dunphy Reserve
(prepared by the former Hurstville Council) does not
consider the subject land as being suitable for the
continuation of bushland given it does not currently
contain any bushland (having previously been used
as a bowling green) and is currently undergoing
remediation works.

Reject the recategorisation of Lot 100 from Natural
Area to Park.
Other sites within the local government area
already have the same additions which are
proposed for this Natural Area. The need for more
facilities is questioned, as opposed to the retention
of a passive space.

Further to this, feedback from the community during
the consultation phase of the draft PoM and
Landscape Masterplan, found that most
respondents supported the recategorisation of land
to a ‘Park’ to allow a variety of passive and active
recreational activities at the site.

Bushland category for lot 106 is not in the best
interest of the community.

Retaining Lot 106 as Natural Area – Bushland will
allow for balance across the site in terms of the
placement of recreational facilities. This land is not
suitable to be categorised as a Park and will be
retained as bushland.

How does categorisation change the management
of the land?

The ‘Park’ component of the site will no longer be
managed as a ‘Natural Area Bushland’. The core
objectives under the Act for the management of
community land categorised as a ‘Park’ are:
(a) to encourage, promote and facilitate
recreational, cultural, social and educational
pastimes and activities, and
(b) to provide for passive recreational activities or
pastimes and for the casual playing of games,
and
(c) to improve the land in such a way as to promote
and facilitate its use to achieve the other core
objectives for its management.

What is the maximum/greatest level of development
that would be acceptable under natural areas bushland ie the current categorisation?

The core objectives of the Natural Areas category
aim to conserve and maintain land in its natural
state. Community use and access to natural land
should not cause disturbance or intrusion.
As such the level of development permitted within
this area would be minimal to allow management
objectives to be met.

Why is there a need to change the categorisation?

The draft PoM proposes to recategorise part of the
site from Natural Area Bushland to Park to allow
recreational uses proposed under the draft
Landscape Masterplan.

Could be commercial activities on the site if it is
categorised as park?

The draft PoM and draft Landscape Masterplan do
not propose any commercial activities at the site.

Is commercial leasing permitted under a Park
category?

The draft PoM does not propose any commercial
leasing. Any future commercial activities would
require prior approval by Council and
amendments/considerations to the adopted PoM.
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Summary of key issues raised by submissions

Cardno Response

Could the proposed community garden at the site
be commercially leased

The community garden is proposed to be managed
by the community and not under a commercial
lease arrangement.
Community management can be coordinated via
Council.

What can ‘Natural Areas’ be sub categorised under
the Act?

Natural sub categories under the Act are limited to:
> bushland,
> wetland,
> escarpment.
> watercourse.
> foreshore OR a category prescribed by the
regulations.
The Local Government (General) Regulations do
not provide any additional categories.

Suggest the inclusion of the Mortdale men’s shed
on the old bowling site; supports the idea of a
community garden; recommends inclusion of a
coffee stall; and considers the play area is not
necessary given Jubilee Park 500m away.

The submission is noted, however this is a matter
for consideration in conjunction with the Masterplan
preparation.

There are too many proposed activities in the
Masterplan.

The submission is noted, however this is a matter
for consideration in conjunction with the Masterplan
preparation.
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4

Recommendations

4.1

Public Hearing Outcomes

This report confirms that there are no impediments to the recategorisation of part of the site known as Lot
100 in DP1252069, from ‘Natural Area – Bushland’ to ‘Park’ as set out under the draft Plan of Management
for the following reasons:
> The proposed recategorisation of land has been carried out in accordance with the relevant provisions
under the Local Government Act, 1993 and associated Regulations, including the provision of a public
hearing carried out by an independent chairperson.
> The proposed ‘Park’ category will allow for passive and active recreational uses as proposed by the draft
PoM, which has been developed based on feedback from community consultation and Councillor
workshop.
> Issues raised by the community through submissions will be appropriately addressed and satisfied in
accordance with the Local Government Act, 1993 and associated Regulations.

4.2

Adoption of Proposed Categorisation

Section 114 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 outlines specific provisions relating to the
adoption of a Plan of Management in the event that submissions have been made. It states that if Council
adopts a draft Plan of Management that has received any submissions, the resolution made by Council must
also state Council’s reasons for categorising the relevant land in the manner that gave rise to the
submission.
It is further noted that if Council decides to alter the proposed categorisation of community land from that in
the Draft Plan of Management and to that considered at the public hearing, Council must hold a further
public hearing in respect of the proposed Plan of Management (Section 40A(3) of the Act).

4.3

Reporting

Within four days of receiving this final report, Section 47G (3) of the Act requires Council to make a copy of
this report available for inspection by the public at a location within the area of the Council. It is
recommended that Council:
> Upload a copy of the report onto Council’s website via the ‘Your Say’ page; and
> Provide a copy for view at the Civic Centre and Council libraries.
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APPENDIX A

NOTIFICATION LETTER

Direct Telephone: (02) 9330 9469
File Reference: D21/ 34012, 19/101

25 February 2021
Name
PO Box 467
HURSTVILLE BC NSW 1481

Dear Sir/Madam
Public Exhibition of Plan of Management and Masterplan for Former Oatley
Bowling Club
Georges River Council, in conjunction with Cardno (NSW/ACT) Pty Ltd and the local
community have prepared a Plan of Management and Masterplan for Former Oatley
Bowling Club at River Road, Oatley. The purpose of this letter is to advise that the
Former Oatley Bowling Club Draft Plan of Management and Masterplan is now
available for community comment /feedback. The Draft Plan of Management and
Masterplan is on public exhibition from 3 March 2021 to 31 March 2021.
The Plan of Management provides a clear set of guidelines for the short and long
term management of the Park. It outlines how the park will be used, improved and
managed in the future and identifies goals and objectives for the land, establishing
the overall direction for planning, management and maintenance. This Plan of
Management includes a detail Landscape Masterplan outlining the future vision for
the Park.
We will be conducting an online webinar on 16 March 2021. If you would like to take
part in the webinar please register at the following link
https://yoursay.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/former-oatley-bowling-club-plan-ofmanagement-and-masterplan.
The Draft Plan of Management proposes to recategorised the former Bowling Club
Site (Lot 100 DP 1252069) from ‘Natural Area’ to “Park’. The closed road
component of the site (Lot 106 in DP1252069) is proposed to remain categorised as
‘Natural Area. The land within the Natural Area category will in turn be subcategorised as ‘Bushland’.
Under Section 40A of the Local Government Act 1993 Councils are required to hold
a public hearing into the proposed categorisation or re-categorisation of Community
land. The public hearing will be required in relation to Lot 100 DP 1252069. The
Page 1 of 2

date of the Independent Public Hearing will be on 20 April 2021. To register for the
Public Hearing please go to the following link
https://yoursay.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/former-oatley-bowling-club-plan-ofmanagement-and-masterplan.
The draft Plan of Management and Masterplan documents are available on
Council’s Your Say website at https://yoursay.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/formeroatley-bowling-club-plan-of-management-and-masterplan.
Physical copies of the Planning Proposal are available for viewing at Council’s
customer service centres and selected libraries.
Submissions should quote SF21/736 – Former Oatley Bowling Club Plan of
Management and Masterplan and must be received by 14 April 2021 via:
• Online at https://yoursay.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/former-oatley-bowlingclub-plan-of-management-and-masterplan
• Email, mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au
• Mail, addressed to The General Manager, Georges River Council, PO Box
205, Hurstville BC NSW 1481.
Any submissions received are considered public, however, a person may request to
have their personal details suppressed. If you make a submission and have made
political donations or gifts, a statement must be completed. A form is available on
Council’s website at www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/Council/Online-Forms/FormsList.
If you have any questions in relation to the Plan of Management and Masterplan,
please contact Catherine McMahon on 9330 6260 or email
cmcmahon@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au or Michelle Fawcett on 9330 9469 or
mfawcett@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au.
Yours faithfully

Catherine McMahon
Manager Strategic Planning

Page 2 of 2

[Subject2]

APPENDIX B

PUBLIC HEARING PRESENTATION

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
PUBLIC HEARING PRESENTATION
APRIL 2021

Agenda
ITEM
INTRODUCTIONS

PRESENTER/SPEAKER
CARDNO

BACK GROUND OF PROJECT
PROTOCOLS
COMMUNITY INTERACTION
WHAT IS A PUBLIC HEARING?

CARDNO

OVERVIEW OF THE PROJECT

CARDNO

LAND CATEGORISATION

CARDNO

YOUR SAY
CONCLUSION

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
CARDNO

Introductions
GEORGES RIVER COUNCIL

Roxanne Thornton

CARDNO

Elaine Treglown

Mark Ashmead

Katrina Magee

Protocols of Presentation
• Respect the views of all
• Allow others to speak without interruption
• Listen respectfully
• Everyone is entitled to contribute
• Strive for collaboration
• Work towards consensus

Objectives of Presentation
• Outline requirements of a Public Hearing
• Provide an overview of the project
• Provide public exhibition and community consultation timeline
• Outline legislative requirements for the categorisation of Community Land
• Proposed Land Re-categorisation
• Receive community feedback / comments

Community Interaction

WHAT IS A PUBLIC HEARING?

Legislative Framework
• A public hearing is required under Section 40A of the Local Government Act 1993 if a proposed Plan of Management is
either categorising or re-categorising (changing the adopted category) Community Land.
• An independent chairperson is required conduct the public hearing, and provide a report to Council with
recommendations on the proposed re-categorisation.
• Under Section 47G of the Act, the person presiding at a public hearing must not be:
a) A Councillor or employee of the Council holding the public hearing.
b) A person who has been a Councillor or employee of that Council at any time during the 5 years before the date of
his or her appointment.
• Council must make a copy of the report regarding the outcomes of the public hearing available for inspection by the
public at a location within the area of Council no later than 4 days after it has received the final report from the person
presiding at the public hearing.
• The public hearing report will be presented to Council for its information when it considers the draft Plan of
Management.

OVERVIEW OF THE PROJECT

Background – Council Resolutions
• Council resolved on 17.12.18 to not proceed with the Planning Proposal to re-zone and reclassify the former
Oatley Bowling Club site for seniors housing and community facilities.
• On 15.01.18 Council received a response from the Department of Planning and Environment acknowledging
withdrawal of the Planning Proposal.
• Council resolved on 17.12.18 to commence the preparation of a new Plan of Management and Landscape
Masterplan for the former Oatley Bowling Club site.

Public Exhibition and Consultation
• The Community Visioning Survey closed on 06.03.20.
• The Community Visioning Workshop was held on 07.03.20.
• The public were asked to submit comments, concerns and ideas to Council by 03.04.20.
• Councilor workshop was held on 04.05.20
• Draft PoM and Draft Landscape Masterplan publicly exhibited from 03.03.21 to 31.03.21, with submissions
to be received by 14.04.21.
• Council hosted a webinar on 16.03.21 to provide the public with an opportunity to ask questions and have
their say about the draft Plan of Management and draft Masterplan.

Project Framework
• A draft Plan of Management and Landscape Masterplan have been prepared for the former Oatley Bowling Club in
accordance with the Local Government Act, 1993.
• The purpose of the draft plans aim to establish public open space and recreation facilities at the site and will replace the
following PoMs that apply to the site:
• The Generic Plan of Management – Natural Areas, 2008 – applies to Lot 106 in DP 1252069, which contains the
former Oatley Bowling Club site; and
• The Myles Dunphy Reserve and Wetland Plan of Management, 2013 -applies to Lot 100 in DP 1252069, which is the
closed road adjacent to, but not part of, the former Oatley Bowling Club site.
• The draft Plan of Management proposes to re-categorise Lot 100 as ‘Park’, from ‘Natural Area’ and retain the current
categorisation of Lot 106 as ‘Natural Area’ with a subcategory of ‘Bushland’.

LAND CATEGORISATION

Categorisation of Community Land
•

Community land is intended to be managed for use by the community for purposes including environmental protection, recreational,
cultural, social and educational activities. Community land may only be leased or licensed for up to 21 years without the Minister’s
consent or up to 30 years with the Minister’s consent, it cannot be sold, and its use is restricted to the above purposes.

•

The Local Government Act 1993 requires that all land owned by the Council which is classified as community land be categorised.

•

Community land and Crown reserves may be categorised as one or more of the following under Section 36(4) of the Act.
• natural area.
• sportsground.
• park.
• area of cultural significance.
• general community use.

•

Community land categorised as a natural area are to be further categorised as one or more of the following under Section 36(5) of the
Act:
• bushland,
• wetland,
• escarpment.
• watercourse.
• foreshore OR a category prescribed by the regulations.

Current & Proposed Land Categorisation
• The draft PoM proposes to categorise land within
the site as part ‘park’ and part ‘natural area –
bushland’ as shown.
• Currently the entire site is categorised as a ‘natural
area’, however to allow community open space
and recreational facilities as proposed by the draft
Landscape Masterplan, Lot 100 - which is currently
occupied by the former bowling club – is proposed
to be re- categorised as a ‘Park’.
• The categorization of land within lot 106, which is
currently managed under the Myles Dunphy
Reserve Plan of Management – will remain
categorized as natural area - bushland.

YOUR SAY

Community Interaction

CONCLUSION

The Way Forward
Public Exhibition and Public Hearing
Collate and review submissions

Update draft PoM and draft Masterplan if required

Council Review

Adoption
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APPENDIX C

SUBMISSION TRANSCRIPT

18:03:09 From Adrian Polhill to All panelists:
I would like to speak
18:17:58 From Melina Amerasinghe to Everyone:
How does this categorization change the management of the land? Melina Amerasinghe
18:18:39 From Kim Wagstaff to All panelists:
What is the maximum/greatest level of development that would be acceptable under natural areas bushland ie the current categorisation?
18:20:06 From Melina Amerasinghe to Everyone:
Why is there a need to change the categorization?
18:23:41 From Graham Lalchere to All panelists:
So ,there could be commercial activities on the site if it is categorised as park?
18:36:42 From Melina Amerasinghe to Everyone:
I am concerned that this category would allow leasing up to 30 years.
18:44:13 From Melina Amerasinghe to Everyone:
What sort of activities can this category of land be might leased for?
18:45:06 From Melina Amerasinghe to Everyone:
Are there examples of parkland leased at the moment?
18:46:02 From Graham Lalchere to All panelists:
Wat type of activities couldtheybe?
18:46:06 From Kim Wagstaff to All panelists:
The proposed community garden at this site might be leased off
18:46:38 From Kim Wagstaff to All panelists:
eg Hurstville community garden

