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Introduction

Introduction
• SCT Consulting was tasked by Conybeare Morrison International Pty Ltd (CM+) on behalf of Georges
River Council to provide specialist transport and traffic inputs for the development of the Mortdale
Local Centre Master Plan.

• This report presents:
o

The transport planning context of the Mortdale Local Centre

o

Current and future transport conditions

o

Potential issues and opportunities

o

Potential measures to support the future growth outlined in the preferred master plan.

• Information and insights presented in this report are based on evidence gathered from:
o

Review of background documents

o

Publicly available data

o

Site visits

o

Discussions with Georges River Council officers and staff.
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Transport planning context review
• Documents reviewed as part of this review included:
o
o

o
o
o
o

o
o
o
o

Greater Sydney Commission, A Metropolis of Three Cities, March 2018
Transport for NSW, Future Transport Strategy 2056, March 2018
Georges River Council, Local Strategic Planning Statement, February 2020
Georges River Council, Local Housing Strategy, August 2020
Georges River Council, Commercial Centres Strategy, February 2020
Georges River Council, Draft Transport Strategy, February 2021
Coordinator Traffic and Transport, Mortdale CBD Streetscape Works, March 2020
Varga Traffic Planning, Mortdale RSL Planning Proposal Traffic and Parking Assessment Report, July 2020
ptc., Georges River Car Parking Strategy, Parking Strategy Report, April 2020
Department of Planning and Environment & Office of the Government Architect, Sydney Green Grid, South
District, March 2017

• A summary of relevant sections of the Local Strategic Planning Statement, Future Transport Strategy
2056, and Mortdale RSL Planning Proposal Traffic and Parking Assessment Report is provided, while
the Draft Transport Strategy, Mortdale CBD Streetscape Works, and the Georges River Car Parking
Strategy, Parking Strategy Report all feed into different elements of this report.
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Georges River Council Local Strategic Planning Statement
• The Georges River Council Local Strategic Planning Statement
(LSPS) outlines the land use vision for the future of the LGA and
the delivery of significant infrastructure until 2040.
• Visions related to transport identified in the LSPS involve:
o

Promotion of active transport modes to employment, education, and
public transport facilities through place-based planning to improve
pedestrian amenity

o

Ensuring roads, footpaths and cycleways are safe, accessible and free
of congestion

o

Improving public transport connectivity and accessibility in the western
and foreshore areas of the LGA

o

30 minute access between local strategic centres, such as Kogarah,
and the major employment centre of Parramatta.

Source: Georges River Council, Local Strategic Planning Statement, February 2020
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Future Transport Strategy 2056
• TfNSW’s Future Transport Strategy 2056 proposes the following
initiatives that may benefit the Mortdale Local Centre:
o

Investigate a Rapid Bus Link from Parramatta to Bankstown to Hurstville /
Kogarah

o

Investigate a train / mass transit link from Parramatta to Kogarah

o

Investigate a train / mass transit link from Macquarie Park to Hurstville via
Rhodes

• Mortdale currently has strong public transport connections to the
strategic centres of Hurstville and Kogarah via the T4 rail line. The
above initiatives leverage this connection to boost the access of
Mortdale residents to employment centres in Greater Parramatta
and Northern Sydney.

Source: Transport for NSW, Future Transport Strategy 2056, March 2018
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Mortdale RSL Club Planning Proposal
• A planning proposal has been submitted to construct a new mixed use development on the current site of the
Mortdale RSL Club, located on the corner of Macquarie Place and The Strand.
• The proposal integrates the Mortdale RSL Club into the development, as well as additional retail, residential
apartments and potential library space in the future.

• Off-street car parking will be provided in the form of a multi-level basement car park. Loading facilities will also
be provided within the development with a dedicated entrance from The Strand.
• The projected net increase in traffic is 61 and 90 vehicles per hour in the AM and PM peaks respectively. The
proposal is therefore expected to have a minimal impact on delays on the surrounding road network.

Source: Varga Traffic Planning, Mortdale RSL Planning Proposal Traffic and Parking Assessment Report, July 2020
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02

Current transport conditions

Study area
• Mortdale is a primarily
residential suburb with a
strip of local commercial
along Morts Road and
Pitt Street outside
Mortdale Station.
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Method of Travel to Work
Mode share of residents
0.3%

0.9%

0.6%

2%

3%

8%

0.7%

Mode share of workers
Train

10%

Bus
33%

3%

Truck
Motorbike

2%

0.1%

0.8%

Car - as driver
Car - as passenger

Train

11%

5%

Taxi

0.7%

0.9%

Car - as passenger

0.3%

Truck

0.6%

Motorbike
5%

Bicycle

Bicycle

Walked only

1%
0.1%
46%

Walked only

Other

59%

Worked at home
Did not go to work

Note: Mode share of residents is for the Mortdale suburb

•

Taxi
Car - as driver

6%
0.3%

Bus

Other

Worked at home
Did not go to work

Note: Mode share of workers is for the Georges River LGA

Top destinations of residents in Georges River LGA:

•

Top origins of workers in Georges River LGA:

o

Sydney CBD (26%)

o

Georges River (37%)

o

Georges River LGA (23%)

o

Sutherland Shire (17%)

o

Canterbury-Bankstown (7%)

o

Canterbury-Bankstown (11%)

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing, 2016
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Road network
• Mortdale town centre sits
fairly isolated from
nearby arterial roads,
such as Forest Rd and
King Georges Rd.
• Boundary Rd and Morts
Rd serve as the main
access links into the area
from the north, while
Hillcrest Ave provides
access from the south.
• Ellen Subway, just northwest of Mortdale Station,
serves as the only railway
crossing in the Mortdale
study area.
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Public transport and walking catchment around Mortdale Station
• Mortdale Station is on the
T4 Eastern Suburbs and
Illawarra Line. Express
trains do not stop at this
station.
• Mortdale Station is
serviced by train every
~10 minutes in the AM
and PM peak periods.
Outside of peak periods,
train frequency drops to
every 15-20 minutes in
each direction.
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Mortdale Station: Entries and exits
• Mortdale Station is typically an origin station during the AM peak and a destination station during the PM peak.
Outside of peak periods, there is comparatively little activity.
• AM and PM peak trains have medium to high occupancy (few seats available or standing room only). Off-peak
trains have low occupancy (many seats available).

Source: TfNSW Train Station Entries and Exits Data, 2016-2019; TfNSW Train Occupancy Data, February 2019
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Bus network
• Buses have a low mode share in
comparison to rail as the limited bus
services in Mortdale aim to supplement the
rail network’s connectivity.
• Route 944 departs from the bus stop outside
the station every ~10 minutes, providing
connections to Bankstown, Riverwood and
surrounding suburbs.
• Route 945 departs every ~15 minutes, and
serves as a more direct connection to
Hurstville, Mortdale, Riverwood and
Bankstown.
• Route 955 serves as an infrequent local
service between Oatley, Mortdale and
Hurstville.
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Cycle routes
• The draft Georges River
Council Transport
Strategy (2021) outlines
on-road cycleway
connectivity from
Mortdale town centre to
Oatley, Penshurst and
Hurstville.
• There is some bicycle
parking available on both
sides of Mortdale Station.
• Recreational off-road
cycle paths are found
nearby in Olds Park,
Oatley Park and Moore
Reserve.
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Crash analysis
• The adjacent figure highlights
crashes in the Mortdale town
centre from 2015 to 2019.
• In total, there were 17 crashes in
the town centre, 9 of which
resulted in serious injury.

Source: TfNSW Centre for Road Safety, Crash and casualty statistics, February 2020
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Crash analysis: Pedestrians
• From 2015 to 2019, there were 8
crashes involving pedestrians, 6 of
which resulted in serious injury.
• Half of all crashes are located
adjacent to the train station
entrances, where pedestrian
activity would concentrate.

Source: TfNSW Centre for Road Safety, Crash and casualty statistics, February 2020
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Parking
• Parking surveys undertaken in Feb/Mar 2018 indicated
468 on-street and 107 off-street parking spaces in the
Mortdale town centre and adjacent streets.

• Peak occupancy was 86% on weekdays and 88% on
weekends.
• 49% of on-street parking was unrestricted, 33%
classified as 1P, and the remaining as 2P or other.
Unrestricted spaces had a higher occupancy rate on
weekdays than weekend, indicating they are likely
occupied by commuters or local workers.
• The report recommended that on-street parking
restrictions should be extended to prioritise short-term
stays closer to the town centre and reduce
occupancy from commuters.
• The report noted that without the implementation of
parking demand strategies and/or changing travel
behaviour, there will be insufficient parking supply in
the future (by 2038) to meet demand at peak times.

Source: ptc. (2020), Georges River Car Parking Strategy, Parking Strategy Report, April 2020
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Loading zones
• The adjacent figure indicates the location of
loading zones.
• It indicates there are currently no loading
zones on Morts Road or Pitt Street, with only
one signed loading zone on George Street
outside the Mortdale Hotel, which has
capacity for two vehicles.

• There are on-street parking spaces near
businesses, which presumably are used for
deliveries to those businesses, and which may
be sufficient for loading outside of parking
peak hours.
• The report recommends that the number and
sufficiency of loading zones are reviewed
and amended, subject to discussion and
consultation with local businesses.
Source: ptc. (2020), Georges River Car Parking Strategy, Parking Strategy
Report, April 2020

Mortdale Local Centre Master Plan

20

03

Issues and opportunities

Local issues and opportunities

Issue: High parking occupancy
Opportunity: Extend on-street car
parking restrictions to promote short
term stays and reduce commuter
parking near the town centre
Issue: Limited loading zones
Opportunity: Review sufficiency of
loading zones, subject to discussion
with local businesses
Issue: Crash clusters
Opportunity: Investigate and
remediate possible factors leading
to high crash occurrences
Proposed: Planned streetscape
works propose to upgrade crossings
in these areas to current standards

Issue: Pedestrian crash clusters
Opportunity: Consider treatment to
formalise pedestrian connectivity
and improve safety
Proposed: Streetscape Works
already propose to remove the
hump at entrance to Cook Lane

Issue: Pedestrians incorrectly using
speed humps as crossings
Proposed: Council Streetscape works
already propose to remove humps
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To Macquarie Park

Regional opportunities
Regional opportunity: Train / mass
transit link from Macquarie Park to
Hurstville via Rhodes

Regional opportunity: Train / mass
transit link from Parramatta to Kogarah

Regional opportunity: Rapid Bus Link
from Parramatta to Bankstown to
Hurstville / Kogarah
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Preferred master plan

Preferred Master Plan
• The preferred master plan
features a reinforced B2 network
along Morts Road, Pitt Street and
Cook Street.
• Residential density is planned to
increase both north and south of
the station to R3 and R4 controls.

• Additional dwellings would be:
o

969 dwellings without affordable
housing

o

1,189 dwellings with affordable
housing

• Active transport and green links
will extend from the town centre
into adjacent residential and
recreational areas.
Source: Conybeare Morrison International, 2021

Mortdale Local Centre Master Plan

25

05

Trip generation

Additional trips generated in AM peak hour
Preferred Master Plan
Dwellings

Yield

Existing

1,258

Maximum additional

1,189

350
300

+297 car trips: likely minimal impacts to surrounding road network
+140 train trips: likely minimal impacts to rail network and Mortdale Station capacity
+94 bus trips: can be accommodated by existing bus services and future increased
service frequency, if warranted.

297
263

250

200

140

150

140
94

100
50

24
4

0
Car driver

Car passenger

Train

Bus

Cycle

Walk only

Other

Note: Trips based on maximum additional dwellings, assumed housing mix, standard trip generation rates and current mode shares for trip purposes
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Potential transport measures to
support growth

Potential measures: Active transport
Proposed measure: Shared path
proposed along Morts Road (GRC
Transport Strategy – draft, Feb 2021).

Potential issue: Lack of east-west cycle
connectivity between Boundary Road
and Penshurst Road/Bridge Street.
Proposed measure: Introduce a
cycleway to connect regional centres.
Potential issue: Interrupted pedestrian
experience in heart of town centre.
Proposed measure: Introduce road
closures at Martin Place and Cook Street
to promote public space and increase
the building activation.
Potential issue: Cycle parking limited to
around the train station.
Proposed measure: Introduce more
cycle parking within the town centre and
around the train station.

Regional cycle route

Local cycle route

Source: Modified from GRC Transport Strategy – draft, Feb 2021

Proposed east-west cycle route

Proposed north-south shared
laneway cycle route

Proposed measure: Off-road shared path
proposed along Boundary Road to
connect T4 and T8 Rail Line (GRC
Transport Strategy – draft, Feb 2021).

Removal of proposed local
cycle route
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Potential measures: Public transport

Potential issue: Increasing population of
pre-retirees and retirees in Mortdale1.
Proposed measure: Consider providing
DDA compliant bus stop facilities, such as
tactile markers.

Potential issue: Limited connectivity to
regional centres in the west.
Proposed measure: Facilitate rail / bus
links to the proposed future Rapid Bus
Links from Parramatta and Bankstown to
Hurstville and Kogarah (TfNSW – Future
Transport 2056).

Source: ID Mortdale - https://profile.id.com.au/georges-river/serviceage-groups?WebID=230
1
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Potential measures: General traffic and transport
Potential issue: Limited number of loading
bays with businesses lacking rear access on
Morts Road.
Proposed measure: Consider time of day
kerbside parking zones along Morts Road to
allow loading zones during the early morning.
Potential issue: High parking occupancy.
Proposed measure: Extend on-street car
parking restrictions to promote short term
stays and reduce commuter parking near the
town centre.
Potential issue: Current arrangement prioritises
through movement along Cook Street.
Proposed measure: In line with the proposed
closure of Cook Street, reconfigure Cook
Street / Ellen Subway intersection to prioritise
movement between Cook Street east
approach and Ellen Subway, with give-way
on Cook Street west approach.
Potential issue: Pedestrian crash cluster at
Coleborne Avenue / Railway Parade close to
two schools.
Proposed measure: Investigate measures to
improve pedestrian safety.
Mortdale Local Centre Master Plan
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Summary and conclusions

Summary and conclusions
• The master plan proposes increased residential and commercial density in the Mortdale town centre.
• There is a strong focus on improving public domain and reinforcing active transport links, such as cycleways and
pedestrian pathways throughout the town centre and into the surrounding areas.
• The forecast trips generated by these developments are not expected to have significant impacts on the
surrounding road and public transport networks.
• Expansion of the commercial centre is likely to generate additional demand for parking and servicing. The
existing parking and loading bay facilities are limited. Off-peak loading bay provisions could be considered to
support business growth in the area. Similarly extending timed on-street parking near the town centre would
provide additional parking capacity for business patrons.
• Active transport measures, public transport measures and safety improvements are proposed to support the
future growth and public domain improvements outlined in the master plan.
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